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F R O M  T H E 
President

The cancellation of the Royal 
Adelaide Show for the second 
consecutive year was a huge 
disappointment to all those 

involved, however it’s important we 
now look to the future and focus on 
the 2022 Show and beyond. A sincere 
thank you to all Society staff , councillors, 
committee members, volunteers and 
sponsors for their unwavering support 
and resilience during this diffi  cult time.

Despite the cancellation of the Show, 
it has been heartening to see several 
agricultural-based competitions and 
events go ahead this year, including 
the Junior Heifer Expo, the Grain and 
Fodder Competition, the Adelaide 
Ram and Elite Sheep Sales, the Rural 
Ambassador and the Young Rural 
Ambassador Awards.  

It was particularly pleasing that many 
South Australian young people, who 
prepare for months to compete at 
the Show, got to participate in these 
events, including Balaklava High 
School, who competed in the Merino 
SA School Wethers Competition 
thanks to a scholarship from the Show 
Education Foundation.

Likewise, this year’s Royal Adelaide Wine 
Show proceeded in October, attracting 
over 2,700 entries from 350 wineries. 
Congratulations to all medal and trophy 
winners, including Bay of Fires Pinot Noir 
2020 which became the fi rst Pinot Noir 
to be named Most Outstanding Red 
Wine in Show.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
welcome the new patron of the RA&HS 
and Governor of South Australian, Her 
Excellency the Honourable Frances 
Adamson AC. Likewise, a fond farewell 
to former Governor Hieu Van Le and 
his wife, Mrs Van Le, who have been 
wonderful supports of the Society.

Finally, on behalf of the Society, I wish 
you all a safe and happy Christmas and 
a prosperous and healthy 2022.

Andrew Hardy
President, RA&HS SA Inc

“ “

A
griculture students at Balaklava 
High School got the opportunity to 
participate in the Merino SA School 
Wethers Competition for the fi rst 

time in 2021, thanks to a scholarship from the 
Show Society Education Foundation.

The school performed well in their debut 
appearance, winning eighth place in the Best 
Pen of Three Wethers class.

Agriculture teacher Sue Pratt said the school 
was very happy to receive the scholarship, 
using it to buy equipment and feed, to fund 
training for students, and to subsidise the cost of 
transport and accommodation.

“The budget is always under pressure due to the 
small-scale nature of our enterprises so any help 
fi nancially means we can give students more 
opportunities across the curriculum,” she said.

“Our school will benefi t from the Show Society 
Foundation scholarship for years to come.  We 
really enjoyed the process right from the start 
and are keen to increase our involvement in 
2022.  Ian Michael was a great mentor for us 
and we will work with him again next year. The 
organisation of the competition and the way it 
was run at the RA&HS was fantastic, and we felt 
very welcome and supported even though we 
were the new chums.”

Though Balaklava High School has been 
involved with the cattle and goat competitions 
at the Royal Show previously, Sue said she had 
been keen for the school to participate in the 
Merino competition for some time. 

“I have restructured my Year 11 program to 
use the Wethers Competition to support our 
curriculum around nutrition, breeding, fi bre and 
meat production, budgeting and feedlotting,” 
she said.

“The Year 10 and 11 cohorts use the wethers 
for assessment tasks and follow their progress 

across the whole year. The actual Sheep Club 
and Show team are open to all students and, 
this year, my team was a mixture of Year 8, 9 
and 10 students. In total, about 80 students 
have direct exposure to curriculum links with the 
wethers and my Sheep Club was about a dozen 
students, however the Show Team was reduced 
to three in the end due to Covid restrictions.”

Agriculture is an important part of the curriculum 
at Balaklava High School, with all year 8 and 9 
students taking one semester of Agriculture 
from 2022, and many senior students choosing 
the subject through to Year 12.

“For 2022 we took the opportunity to restructure 
our programs because of the addition of Year 
7s to high schools - I am really excited that the 
school has committed to increasing the amount 
of ag that each student does,” Sue said.  

“Also, the amount of Home Economics has 
been increased so the whole paddock-to-plate 
opportunities have really expanded, and our 
new Studio Program - available to Year 9 and 
10 students - will focus on the Merino Wethers’ 
Show team. The big benefi t of this is that it will 
deliver SACE credits for the students and will 
happen in lesson-time - no more rushed lunch-
time sessions.”

Sue said the school’s agriculture program 
covers industries and topics that are important 
to the district, including farm safety, poultry, 
pigs, horticulture, sheep, cattle and cropping, 
as well as agribusiness skills like budgeting, gross 
margins and value-adding.  

“In the senior years we follow the 
SACE Curriculum which includes livestock 
management, crop management, agricultural 
issues, agribusiness, enterprise management, 
reproduction, machinery operation, chemical 
use, pests, weeds and diseases, nutrition, wool 
production, WHS, soils, and agtech.”

for Balaklava High
F I R S T - T I M E  L U C K Y

Argriculture students from Balaklava 
High compete in Merino SA School 

Wethers Competition

On behalf of the Society,  
I wish you all a safe and 

happy Christmas & 
a prosperous & healthy 2022.
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The Australian Government is 
providing a further $25 million to 
help agricultural shows and fi eld 

days bounce back post-pandemic and 
continue to deliver ongoing benefi ts to 
their communities. 

Minister for Agriculture and Northern 
Australia David Littleproud said Round 
2 of the Supporting Agricultural Shows 
and Field Days Program will open soon, 
and the Supporting Showmen and 
Women Program will be extended for 
an additional year.

“COVID-19 has forced more than 700 
agricultural shows and fi eld days to 
cancel since the pandemic began,” 
Minister Littleproud said.

“As a result, our show societies and fi eld 
day organisers have incurred signifi cant 
fi nancial losses for two consecutive 
years. Without these events they’ve got 
no way to cover their costs.

“Our travelling showmen and women – 
often small, independent, sole-traders 
or family-based operations – are 
particularly hard hit. The fl ow-on eff ects 
to local communities will be felt for years.

“Under Round 1 of the Supporting 
Agricultural Shows and Field Days 
Program the government provided $34.5 
million to 378 show societies and fi eld 
day organisers who cancelled in 2020.

“We are continuing to back these 
iconic events with a further $25 million to 
help ease cash fl ow pressures for event 
organisers and provide rent relief to our 
showmen and women who bring life 
and colour to the shows.

“Agricultural shows and fi eld days 
contribute more than $1 billion to the 
economy annually, attract more than 
6 million patrons, and are supported by 
more than 50,000 volunteers and more 
than 4,000 showmen and women.

“They deliver signifi cant social benefi ts 
to rural and regional Australia, bringing 
heart, soul and a sense of pride to 
towns across the country. I am proud to 
support these events and will continue 
to encourage the states and territories 
to do likewise.”

RA&HS Chief Executive John Rothwell 
said the Society welcomed the Federal 
Government’s announcement, which 
would assist not-for-profi t organisations 
recovering from the eff ects of the 
pandemic, ensure they can continue to 
present their Shows in the future.

“The announcement is great news 
for all agricultural shows in Australia 
including the country show movement,” 
Mr Rothwell said.  “There will be many 
South Australian country shows that 
will benefi t, which bodes well for the 
State’s economy, and the thousands of 
volunteers who work tirelessly to present 
agricultural shows around the state.

“The Society wishes to acknowledge its 
thanks to the Federal Government for 
its recognition of the plight faced by 
the many agricultural Shows struggling 
fi nancially to survive due to the operating 
environment resulting from COVID – 19.”

Mr Rothwell said though the level of 
fi nancial assistance from the support 
package for the Society is yet to be 
determined, it is envisaged it will make 

a positive material diff erence to the 
Society’s fi nancial position.  

“The COVID-19 fi nancial impact on 
the Society, compounding from two 
consecutive years of no-Shows, is a 
substantial loss of approximately $10M 
and it will take many years to rebuild.”

The 2021 Royal Adelaide Show was 
cancelled just over three weeks before 
it was due to start.

Agricultural Shows Australian Chair Dr 
Rob Wilson said the Federal Government 
funding would give local communities, 
show societies and stakeholders the 
confi dence to proceed with their shows 
for next year.

“This announcement recognises the 
important role agricultural shows play in 
regional communities and the fi nancial 
impact COVID has had,” Dr Wilson said.

“We have seen hundreds upon 
hundreds of shows cancelled in 2020 
and 2021 at great cost to communities, 
agricultural exhibitors and the 50,000 
volunteers who underpin show societies.

“Ag shows are a most eff ective event for 
educating Australians about agriculture 
and food production, bridging the city-
country divide and have been an integral 
fi xture in rural communities for over a 
century, with some agricultural show 
societies approaching their 200th year.”

Dr Wilson said Agricultural Shows 
Australia encouraged local shows, their 
committees and showmen and women 
to prioritise their grant applications 
before the deadline.

$25 million to ensure
Approximately 20 of our State’s 

country shows managed to open 
their gates this year, despite COVID-19 
causing the cancellation of many.

Kangaroo Island, Kingston (SE), Loxton, 
Mount Barker, Kimba, Naracoorte, 
Quorn and Whyalla were just some 
of the country shows that managed 
to get the green light, and all were 
declared a success.

Murray Bridge Show, held on 
September 25, was another show that 
went ahead, attracting 3,800 visitors 
and hosting the fi nals of the State Rural 
Ambassador Awards and the sheep 
and dairy classes in the Young Judges 
Competition.  The beef cattle young 
judges and paraders classes were held 
at the Mt Pleasant Spring Royal Beef 
Exhibition on October 3 - the fi rst time 
these events have been held away 
from the Adelaide Showground. 

Several country shows celebrated 
milestones this year, including Kadina 
and Whyalla who celebrated their 
150th and 50th shows respectively, 
and the Karoonda Farm Fair, which 
incorporated a Show for the fi rst time in 
two decades.

Show Co-ordinators Robin and Jenny 
Hood were thrilled with the response 
they received from the community for 
their fi rst show, held on April 9 and 10, 
particularly the interest from younger 
age groups.

‘We are excited about the potential 
for the future with a number of locals 
already off ering to convene new 
sections for next year,” they said.

“With the fi rst Karoonda Show held in 
1920 it’s a tribute to the local volunteer 
committee that just over a century later 
the show has reintroduced.”

With a long history of ag-based 
competitions, including shearing, wool 
handling, fl eece, State yard dog trials and 

photography, the introduction of a show 
component saw this year’s Karoonda 
Farm Fair also off er competitions in 
Cookery, Arts and Pot Plants.

“Yard dogs and shearing were again 
extremely popular with a good 
number of entries and interest from the 
public,” Robin and Jenny said.  “The 
photography competition received 
a record 170 entries and the fl eece 
competition, art and pot plants also 
attracted large numbers of entries.”

The cookery section was a crowd 
favourite, with husband and wife Matt 
and Jess Cram of Karoonda battling it 
out in the carrot cake category with 
Jess taking out the victory.

Mrs Mann of Wynarka, who exhibited 
at the last Karoonda Agricultural Show 
in 1999, won fi rst prize for her banana 
cake and chocolate chip biscuits, while 
newly appointed CEO of the District 
Council of Karoonda East Murray Martin 
Borgas was chuff ed to have his sausage 
rolls awarded fi rst prize.

soldier on SHOWS GO ON

Karoonda Agricultural Show in full swing bringing in better 
than expected crowds and pictured above just a state of the 

competitive entries &  commercial exhibitors that were on off er.
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If you need some quality wine for Christmas 
lunch this year why not stock up on the 

Society’s 175th commemorative wine, 
available from the Secretary’s Offi  ce?

The limited release 2010 Shiraz Cabernet 
Sauvignon is made from a blend of grapes 
from the Barossa, Coonawarra and 
McLaren Vale.

Wine judge and writer Nick Ryan recently 
said the wine is in “seriously good 
shape”, retaining much of the 
freshness and fruit purity of its youth, 
but also showing the more subtle 
secondary characters that 
come with a bit of bottle age.

“It speaks to both the quality 
of the 2010 vintage and 
the skill of those who 
blended the Barossa Shiraz 
from Orlando, the McLaren 
Vale Shiraz from Hardys, and 
the Coonawarra Cabernet 
sauvignon from Yalumba 
that brings together the 
Gramp, Hardy and Hill-Smith 
families together in this 
one wine.”

The 2022 Royal Adelaide Show will be held from 
September 3 to 11 next year.

Though we were all disappointed that the 2021 Royal 
Show was unable to proceed due to COVID--19 
restrictions, the RA&HS is now focusing on the future 
and planning is well underway for the 2022 Show.

Competition committees are busy reviewing and 
reformatting 2022 competitions, and entries are 
set to open early in the new year.  Entertainment is 
being rebooked, and we’re undertaking an overall 
review of the Show layout.

We’re expecting great support from the South 
Australian community in 2022 and look forward to 
seeing at the Show come September.

A steward in the Junior Art, Craft & Design Competition for 
21 years, Nella Schulz has been recognised by the Society 
with a Long Serving Volunteer Award.

Described as a committed, reliable and effi  cient steward by 
Convenor and husband Gary Schulz, Nella is renowned for being 
able to quietly and effi  ciently manage her tasks, and for her 
leadership and mentoring skills.

Nella started as a Steward in 2000, inspired by Gary who had been 
a judge and volunteer at the Show since 1966.

“My association with Art, Craft & Design, my extensive sewing 
experience, and my interpersonal skills developed as an Interpreter 
meant that I felt very comfortable accepting the invitation to 
become involved,” she said.

“Ever since that fi rst experience working with the dedicated Art, Craft 
and Design team of Judges and Stewards I have looked forward to 
engaging with the team, the exhibitors, teachers, and parents.”

Nella’s stewarding role includes accepting exhibits, displaying 
craft work in cabinets, assisting the judges, and dismantling the 
display and returning exhibits.

“It has been a very real pleasure to be a volunteer and to meet, 
and work with such a great team. I am proud to say that I am 
the fourteenth member of the team to receive a Long Serving 
Volunteer Award.”Top

Show to return

Long serving volunteer

The Adelaide Showground Farmers’ Market will hold a Twilight 
Christmas Market on December 23 from 5pm to 8pm.

Shoppers will be able to stock up on homemade plum 
puddings, succulent hams, fresh seafood, delicious cheese, 
freshly-picked cherries, and organic fruit and veg - all while 
enjoying live entertainment and dinner.

There will also be an infl atable castle for the kids and a Kids’ 
Club, and plenty of Christmas gourmet gift ideas.

Shoppers can order ahead some items, including a ham, 
Christmas Gin, cheeses, and cherries, and collect on the day 
ready to enjoy on Christmas Day.

Marketing and Communications Coordinator, Roz Becker, 
said the Twilight Christmas Market was the perfect place for a 
magical start to Christmas.

“The twilight markets are a fantastic family-friendly occasion 
with live music, entertainment and prizes to really get you in the 
merry mood,” she said.

“It’s also a great way to support local farming families and get 
ultra-fresh produce straight from the farm.”

In the lead-up to Christmas, the Market will be running 
Christmas activities in the Kids’ Corner on December 5, 12 
and 19, and Santa will make a surprise appearance on one of 
these Sundays.

Please note there will be no Farmers’ Market on Sunday, 
December 26, with the regular weekly market returning on 
Sunday, January 2.

fun at Farmers’ Market

The former Governor of South 
Australia His Excellency Hieu 
Van Le and his wife, Mrs Van Le, 

attended a lunch with the RA&HS 
Board on June 19 as a thank you 
for his wonderful contribution to the 
Society in recent years as Patron.

RA&HS President Mr Andrew 
Hardy said Governor Hieu Van 
Le and Mrs Le had been huge 
supporters of the Royal Adelaide 
Show and the Society’s activities 
in general, regularly attending 
RA&HS and Show events and 
promoting the value of the Royal 
Show wherever possible. 

Governor Van Le instigated 
several initiatives with the Society, 
including the post-Show Scarecrow 
Competition Display at Government 
House and the Governor’s trophies 
at the Royal Adelaide Wine Show.

In 2021, the Governor’s Trophies 
for Best South Australian White and 
Red Wines in Show were won by 
Leo Buring Clare Valley Riesling 2021 
and Purple Hands Wines Planta 
Circa Ancestor Vine Grenache 
2019. These wines will be served at 
offi  cial functions at Government 
House over the course of the year.

The new Governor of South 
Australia and Patron of the Society, 
Her Excellency the Honourable 
Frances Adamson AC, attended 
the 2021 Royal Adelaide Wine Show 
presentation of awards as one 
of her fi rst offi  cial engagements, 
having been sworn in the day prior.  

Mr Hardy said the Society looked 
forward to working with Her 
Excellency in the future.

SOCIETY THANKS

DROP

Governor for service

Governor 
Hieu Van Le

f you need some quality wine for Christmas 
lunch this year why not stock up on the 

Society’s 175th commemorative wine, 
available from the Secretary’s Offi  ce?

The limited release 2010 Shiraz Cabernet 
Sauvignon is made from a blend of grapes 
from the Barossa, Coonawarra and 

Wine judge and writer Nick Ryan recently 
said the wine is in “seriously good 
shape”, retaining much of the 
freshness and fruit purity of its youth, 
but also showing the more subtle 

DROP

Th e wine costs $40 per bottle or 
$200 for half-a-dozen.
TO PURCHASE CALL 8210 5211

M A R K  Y O U R  D I A R I E S : 

FESTIVE SEASON 

Congratulations to the Adelaide Showground 
Farmers' Market for winning the Service 
Provider Award (<15FTE) at the South 
Australian Premier’s Food and Beverage 
Industry Awards on Friday, November 12. 
An outstanding achievement and well-
deserved recognition for the Markets.

Congratulations to the Adelaide Showground 
Farmers' Market for winning the Service 
Provider Award (<15FTE) at the South 
Australian Premier’s Food and Beverage 
Industry Awards on Friday, November 12. 
An outstanding achievement and well-
deserved recognition for the Markets.

R E C O G N I S E D

Long service Volunteer 
Award recipient Nella 

Schutz with her award. 
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C
OVID-19 didn’t stand in the way of the 2021 
Rural Ambassador and Young Rural Ambassador 
Awards, with both events going ahead despite 
cancellation of the Royal Adelaide Show.

The Rural Ambassador Award state fi nal was held at the 
Murray Bridge Show on September 25 - the fi rst time the event 
has been presented away from the Adelaide Showground - 
with Stockport cattle farmer Rebekah Rushton, representing 
the Mt Pleasant Show Society and Central Districts, winning 
the title.

The fi rst runner-up was Brody Lock, from Mundulla Show, and 
the second runner-up was Jake Rowe, from Penola Show, 
while other fi nalists included Helane Blieschke from Melrose 
Show, Daniel Niutta from Gawler Show, and Oscar Walters 
from Uraidla & Summertown Show. All three place-getters 
received cash prizes and are expected to be invited to 
participate in a two-week study tour in 2022 and, depending 
on travel restrictions, attend interstate shows.

Rebekah, who works as a farmhand, roustabout and stud 
hand, in addition to being the owner of Lakota Livestock 
Limousin and Murray Greys, said she was keen to help 
bridge the gap between young people and those on show 
committees.

“I am passionate about the agricultural industry, youth in the 
rural communities, my local community and local country 
shows as well as being involved in the Royal Adelaide Show,” 
Rebekah said.

“The cancellation of the Royal Adelaide show and many 
spring shows has reaffi  rmed in me that I would like to be a 
voice for the youth in our communities and would like to help 
encourage more like-minded youth to take the step to be 
involved in their local shows; from exhibiting, to helping on 
the day, to potentially convening.

“I am a big supporter and believer that the youth are 
important to our country shows continuing in our future.”

The award program is open to people aged between 20-30 
who are committed to their local show and community and 
highlights the importance of youth in the agricultural show 
movement.

The Rural Ambassador Award is sponsored by the State 
Government, the Show Society Foundation, Stock Journal, 
RM Williams and the Showmen’s Guild of SA.

It was a double celebration for the Mt Pleasant Show 
and Central Association, as in July their 2021 Young Rural 
Ambassador representative, Jacqui Palk, also won the state 
fi nal. State runner-up was Kayla Steinborner, representing 
Euduna and Northern Region.

Jacqui, 19, from Eden Valley is a fi rst-year Bachelor of 
Veterinary Technology student at the University of Adelaide.

She joined the Mount Pleasant Show Society in 2019, and 
was runner-up in the 2019 State Junior Beef Cattle Judging 
section.  She is also a member of the Springton CFS Brigade, 
and is heavily involved in the beef cattle industry, running 
and assisting with her own and her parents Square Meaters’ 
cattle stud. 

Jacqui said she planned to attend as many country shows 
as possible over the next 12 months.

“My aim is to represent SA Country Shows and to be a voice 
for my peers,” she said.

An initiative of SA Country Shows, and sponsored by Primary 
Industries and Regions SA, the Young Rural Ambassador 
Award provides a succession plan for injecting enthusiastic 
young people into the country show movement and their 
communities in leadership roles.

The Young Rural Ambassador Award is sponsored by The 
Show Society Foundation, Stock Journal, RM Williams, The 
Showmen’s Guild of SA and Gallagher’s Insurance.

One of the few in-person ram sales to take place in 2021, 
the Adelaide Ram Sale was held on September 10 in 
the Sheep Stud Pavilion at the Adelaide Showground.

Fifty lots were off ered by vendors from South Australia and 
Victoria, with 44 being sold to an average price of $10,284. 
A further two were sold after auction.

Merino SA got the green light to stage the Ram Sale at the 
Adelaide Showground, despite the cancellation of the Royal 
Adelaide Show.

Earlier that week, the Elite Sheep Sale also went ahead, 
attracting strong interest from SA and online interstate bidders.

The top price of $27,500 was for White Suff olk sire from Tasmania, 
while the top price for an SA sire was $8,000.

More than 200 students from 
38 schools participated 
in the Merino SA School 

Merino Wethers Competition 
held in the Stud Sheep Pavilion 
at the Adelaide Showground on 
September 8.

COVID-19 protocols restricted 
the number of students allowed 
to participate to one student 
per wether, though many more 
students were involved with the 
program at their schools, helping 
to care for, feed and prepare the 
sheep for showing.

The School Merino Wethers 
Competition is designed to 
encourage more young people to 
get involved in the Merino industry. 
Schools who participate often 

embed the competition into their 
agriculture curriculum, providing 
students with the opportunity to 
learn about all aspects of the 
industry, and working closely with 
local farmers and breeders

Though many schools performed 
well at this year’s event, Meningie 
Area School stood out as a top 
performer - winning the Best Meat 
Value, Overall Meat and Fleece 
and Show Team Development 
categories, and placing well in 
several others.  

Congratulations to all schools 
and students who participated in 
the event.

Details of the 2022 competition will 
be released in February.

School Merino competition
•  The Spence Dix & Co prize for the Best Pen of 

Three Wethers - Lucindale Area School 

•  The Australian Wool Network Prize for the Three 
Most Valued Fleeces - Clare High School  

•  The Thomas Foods International prize for Best 
Meat Value - Meningie Area School 

•  The Urrbrae Prize for Highest Weight Gain by 
a Group - Faith Lutheran College 

•  The Mutooroo Pastoral Company 
prize for Overall Meat and Fleece - 
Meningie Area School 

•  The ATASA Prize for the Most Professional 
School Show Team - Karcultaby Area School

•  The Elders Trainee Program prize for the Show 
Team Development - Meningie Area School

•  The Rabobank Class Handler Award 

• 1st Charlotte Poker – Urrbrae Ag School 

• 2nd Josiah Coleman – Karcultaby Area School 

• 3rd Max Loller – Karoonda Area School

G O E S  A H E A D
Th e winners are...

Under the  hammer

Rural Ambassador winners
TAKE A BOW

2021 State Winners were both from the Mt Pleasant Show and Central Association – 
Jacqui Palk (YRA) and Rebekah Rushton (RA). Photos supplied by Stock Journal.

2021 Rural Ambassador Award Winner and Runners Ups
Brody Lock (1st Runner Up) Minister for Primary Industries and 

Regions David Basham, Rebekah Rushton (Winner) and 
Jake Rowe (2nd Runner Up)
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John Illsley and Liz Harfull have 
been inducted as Rural Media 
Icons at RMC SA/NT’s Annual 

General Meeting in August, 2021.

This is RMC’s highest honour and is 
judged on merit, and not necessarily 
presented every year.

Liz Harfull is an award-winning author 
of several books, a journalist and past 
president of the Australian Council of 
Agricultural Journalists - the national 
umbrella group that meshed together 
fi ve separate state-based rural press 
clubs with their overseas counterparts.

For more than 10 years, she served 
on the executive committee of the 
International Federation of Agricultural 
Journalists which represented media 
and communicators from more than 
30 countries focusing on paddock to 
plate issues.

She began her career as a cadet 
journalist on a local newspaper and 
later worked for The Advertiser and 
Rural Press, winning a prestigious 
Dalgety Award for Excellence in Rural Journalism.

John Illsley had a distinguished career as a livestock agent in SA, 
making the eff ort to qualify as a wool classer, not because he 
needed to, but because he believed it would provide him with a 
greater understanding of his clients’ needs.

In 1973 he joined the Rural Press SA offi  ce (Stock Journal) as assistant 
advertising manager to John Mackie, who he then succeeded when 
stepping up to the manager position soon after.

Through his position in the rural media sector, John was responsible 
for instigating major state livestock events such as the SA Beef Field 
Days (with SA Beef), The Royal Farm Expo (with the RA&HS), the 
Merino Field Days (with Merino SA), the SA Sheep Field Days (Mark 1 
with IAMA) and the Sheep Expo (also Mark 1 with the Ag Educators).

John Illsley retired in 2000 after 27 years of dedicated service to the 
Rural Press, the Rural Media network and Livestock Industry.

T
here may have been no Show this year, but that didn’t 
stop the RA&HS Marketing team from promoting all the 
wonderful things that happen at the Show as part of 
their online ‘No-Show Campaign’.

Running from September 6 to 10, the campaign focused 
on the fi ve key pillars of the Show - Royal Adelaide Show 
Moments; SA Icons; the People’s Choice Photography 
competition; Agsplorers; and Baking, and was rolled out via 
the Show’s social media platforms.

The campaign kicked off  with personalities from our 
presenting partner, Channel 9, sharing their favourite 
show moments and memories via video, including Jessica 
Braithwaite, Brenton Ragless, Warren Tredrea, Will McDonald 
and Andrew ‘Cosi’ Costello. Followers of the Royal Adelaide 
Show on social media were also invited to reminisce and 
post their favourite #RASmoment.

On SA Icons day we highlighted our South Australian 
exhibitors, encouraging people to tag their favourite 
business or exhibitor at the Show and enter our showbag 
giveaway.  Some businesses off ered an exclusive ‘No-Show’ 
week discount code.

On Wednesday we showcased the People’s Choice 
Photography Competition with an online gallery of all entries. 
Exhibits in the Royal Adelaide Art Prize were also showcased, 
providing a platform for exhibitors to sell their work.

The online Agsplorers Trail included colouring, activity and 
puzzle pages with an agricultural focus, and we used our 
social media platforms to promote Agsplorers as a great 
way to highlight the agricultural element of the Show. To 
encourage participation we partnered with Sealink to give 
away a KI family holiday valued at $850. 

On Friday we joined with Foodland to encourage SA bakers 
to get involved in the virtual Mighty South Aussie Cake Off  
competition.  People could enter by submitting photos 

While Covid sadly proved a right Royal Adelaide 
Show stopper again this year, the Rural Media 

and Communicators annual Show brekky rolled on, 
with the ACCC’s Mick Keogh as guest speaker.

From looking into the Murray Darling Basin water market, 
to cracking down on a dairy industry that made 
handshake deals with milk producers, the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission has been at 
the forefront of change in agricultural industries.

Perhaps most controversial of all, are the new quad 
bike regulations that aim to save lives, but have 
forced some manufacturers out of the market.

Mick Keogh, in his role as Deputy Chair, with responsibility 
for Small Business and Agriculture, has been the person 
pushing for all these improvements... and RMC SA/NT 
was lucky enough to have him talking via Zoom to a 
sell-out crowd in the Adelaide Showground’s Members 
Dining Room on September 9 for their (Not the) Royal 
Show Breakfast. You can watch the full presentation 
via the RMC SA/NT website - https://rmc-sant.com.au/
news/not-the-royal-show-breakfast-2

The breakfast also saw the launch of the annual 
SA/NT Rural Media and Communicators Awards, 
including two new awards for Best Social Media 
Infl uencer and Best Communicator.  Those awards 
will be presented at a special evening event on 
Friday December 10.   

goes

(Not the) Royal Show

of their creations and went into the draw to win a wide 
range of prizes supplied by Foodland.  The SA Country 
Shows Rich Fruit Cake, Genoa Cake and SACWA/Laucke 
Scone Competition Finals went ahead as planned and, 
while people couldn’t be there in person, we fi lmed the 
competitions and the announcement of winners so no-one 
missed out - and the SACWA sold scones at the Adelaide 
Central Market so everyone could get their scone fi x.

The ‘No-Show’ week fi nished with a bang with a digital 
rendition of the fi reworks display created by Howard & 
Sons Pyrotechnics.

digitalROYAL SHOW

Brenton Ragless sharing his favourite #RASMOMENT 

P I C T U R E S  BY  I A N  T U R N E R

B R E A K F A S T

Leigh Radford, Richard Fewster, John Illsley, Liz Harfull and Ian Doyle.

John Illsley and Liz Harfull latest inductees of RMC’s Rural  Media Icons.

ANNOUNCEDRural Media Icons



14 20 15 20DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021 DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021

From the
C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E

It’s fair to say that 2021 has been a challenging year for 
many, the RA&HS no exception. It will take many years for 
the Royal Adelaide Show to recover from the loss of two 
no-shows, however the Federal Government’s recent 
announcement of a further $25 million to help agricultural 
shows survive the pandemic will provide welcome relief for 
not only the RA&HS, but many small Show societies around 
South Australia.  
The Federal Government support package also 
highlights the importance of the agricultural show 
movement to Australia, not only economically but in 
promoting our agricultural sector and in building the fabric 
of rural communities.
In an eff ort to maintain interest and a sense of excitement 
about the Royal Show, our Marketing team developed 
an online ‘No-Show Campaign’ which ran during 
what would have been Show Week. The social media 
campaign highlighted lots of great things about the 
Show, with members of the public invited to share their 
favourite Show memories.  The campaign also featured 
personalities from our valued presenting partner, Channel 
9, who shared their favourite show moments via video.
The Adelaide Showground event calendar is starting to 
rebuild, and industry and consumer confi dence in the 
events industry appears to be growing. 
We welcome news of a new State Basketball Centre to 
be constructed as an extension to the Wayville Sports 
Centre at the Adelaide Showground, and look forward 
to the new event space this will provide for the Show. 
Likewise, the Adelaide Showground Caravan Park 
continues to enjoy strong visitation, and we expect this 
to grow further once border restrictions are relaxed and 
vaccination rates increase.
Season’s greetings to all supporters of the Society.  
Wishing you all a happy New Year.

John Rothwell
Chief Executive, RA&HS SA Inc

Coordinator Nat Hann, who recently 
took over the role from long-time 
coordinator Justine Fogden, said 

the entrants had a fantastic time after 
the cancellation of the event in 2020 due 
to COVID-19.

“It was fantastic to see so many young 
beef enthusiasts back at the Adelaide 
Showground and many caught up with 
old friends and made lots of new ones,” 
Nat said.

“Our event is now 37 years strong and it 
continues to go from strength to strength. 
The committee itself is made of many past 
Herdsperson winners and entrants who 
now have their own children entering. 

“We have such fantastic support from 

sponsors, families, industry leaders and 
volunteers that it’s hard to imagine a July 
school holidays without the Expo being 
part of the lives of so many young people.”

The Senior Champion Herdsperson 
Award, sponsored by Nutrien Livestock, 
and the Show Society Foundation 
Award of Excellence were won by 
Angus Llewellyn, who has competed 
at every Heifer Expo since he was eight 
years old.  Runner-up in the Senior 
Herdsperson class was Chelsea Rayner.

Designed to encourage young people 
to pursue careers in the beef cattle 
industry, and to develop skills in all areas 
of beef cattle production, the SA Junior 
Heifer Expo is open to entrants from 8 to 23 

years who compete in one of four 
sections - Junior, Sub Intermediate, 
Intermediate or Senior.

Participants compete in both judging 
and handling classes and are required 
to bring their own heifer or steer to the 
event.  A supply network assists those 
who don’t have immediate access to a 
suitable animal.

Participants stay at the Adelaide 
Showground, and a buddy system 
partners up older entrants with younger 
competitors, enabling them to learn the 
ropes from someone in the know.

For more information and details of 
all the 2021 winners visit 
www.sajuniorheiferexpo.com.au

R E T U R N S  T O  S H O W G R O U N D

Junior Heifer expo Junior Heifer Judging Class

(Above) Junior Education program with 
participants learning to tie knots. (Below)  
Clipping Competition Winner Oscar Golding

Charlotte Hann cleaning out 
her heifers bed

Senior Herdsperson winner Angus Lewellyn

Over 150 entrants participated in the 37th SA Junior Heifer Expo, 
held at the Adelaide Showground from July 18 to 21

Season’s greetings to all 
supporters of the Society.  

Wishing you all a happy New Year.
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A Pinot Noir has won the most coveted 
award at the Royal Adelaide Wine 

Show, announced on October 8 at the 
Adelaide Showground. 

The Bay of Fires Pinot Noir 2020 won 
the Max Schubert AM Trophy for Most 
Outstanding Red Wine in Show. History 
shows that it is incredibly rare for this 
variety to win in this category. 

Chair of the Wine Committee Greg Follett 
said the Royal Adelaide Wine Show prides 
itself on rewarding a diversity of wine styles. 

“It is great to see so many regions 
from around the country featuring 
amongst the trophy winners, especially 
a Tasmanian Pinot Noir winning the Max 
Schubert Trophy for the Most Outstanding 
Red Wine in Show, a category which is 
normally dominated by Shiraz. This is the 
fi rst time I can recall a Pinot Noir winning 
this prestigious award.” 

Wines from the Margaret River and 
Barossa regions dominated the trophy list 
in other classes. Margaret River wineries 
produced 29 gold medal winners, 
including Cherubino’s 2020 Margaret 
River Chardonnay which also took out the 

George 
Fairbrother 
Memorial Trophy 
for Most Outstanding 
White Wine in Show and 
The Seguin Moreau Trophy for Best 
Chardonnay in Show. 

Margaret River just edged out the 
Barossa for the highest number of gold 
medals, with the Barossa producing 26 
gold medal winners, including Purple 
Hands Wines Planta Circa Ancestor 
Vine Grenache 2019 which won the 
Governor’s Trophy for Best South 
Australian Red Wine in Show and Best 
Grenache in Show titles. 

The prestigious Gramp, Hardy, Hill Smith 
Prize for National Wine of Provenance 
was won by Penfolds Bin A Chardonnay 
(2020, 2012 and 2009 vintages), made 
from grapes grown in the Adelaide Hills. 

The 2021 Royal Adelaide Wine Show 
attracted 2,756 entries from 350 
Australian wineries, with judging taking 
place over the past week. The panel of 
35 judges engaged in intense discussion, 
scrutiny and deliberation to ensure that 
the best wines shone through. 

Chair of Judges Kym 
Milne MW said entries were received from 
six states and over 30 regions, and that 
196 wines from 111 diff erent exhibitors 
received gold medals representing 7.4% 
of total entries. 

“Shiraz was once again the most 
represented variety in the competition, 
with almost half of the 600-plus entries 
coming from the 2019 vintage,” Mr Milne 
said. “Across the variety a total of 46 gold 
medals were awarded, with 21 going to 
the 2019 vintage. 

The 2021 Riesling class was also outstanding 
with many judges commenting on the 
number of very high-quality wines that 
were presented to them.”

The Royal Adelaide Spirit Awards’ top 
award, the TAFE SA Trophy for Champion 
Spirit of Show, was won by The Hills 
Distillery with their 78 Degrees Muscat 
Finish Whiskey, which also won the Master 
Cask Trophy for Champion Whisky.

The Bay of Fires Pinot Noir 2020 won 
the Max Schubert AM Trophy for Most 
Outstanding Red Wine in Show. History 
shows that it is incredibly rare for this 

The Seguin Moreau Trophy for Best 
Chardonnay in Show. 

Margaret River just edged out the 

Chair of Judges Kym 
Milne MW said entries were received from 
six states and over 30 regions, and that 
196 wines from 111 diff erent exhibitors 

A Pinot Noir has won the most coveted 
award at the Royal Adelaide Wine 

Show, announced on October 8 at the 
Adelaide Showground. 

The Bay of Fires Pinot Noir 2020 won 

George 
Fairbrother 
Memorial Trophy 
for Most Outstanding 
White Wine in Show and 

Chair of Judges Kym 

The Francis family, of Loudounbrae Farming in Maitland, said 
they were appreciative the Grain and Fodder Competition 
was able to go ahead.

The family - Hannah, Evan, Mitchell, Ben and Jaymee - won 
several ribbons at this year’s Show, Champion Biscuit or APW/
ASW Wheat, and fi rst place in the Feed Barley and Pulses 
classes.  In the Junior Grains and Fodder section, Hannah 
Francis won fi rst place with for her Barley, and Evan Francis 
picked up a second place ribbon in the Pulses class.

“We would like to say a big thank you,” they said.  “With all 

the challenges of COVID-19 and the cancelling of the Roal 
Adelaide Show, we really appreciate the eff ort you all went to. 
The smile on our kids’ faces when they received their ribbons in 
the mail said it all. Here’s hoping the 2022 Adelaide Show can 
go ahead as normal.”

The Most Successful New Exhibitor in the Grains and Fodder 
section was won by Bundy Farms, while Muster Farming was 
named Most Successful Exhibitor.  Champion Junior Grain was 
won by Harry Honner, and Champion Junior Baled Hay went to 
Daniel White.

Horse exhibitors at 
the 2022 Royal 
Adelaide Show will 

be greeted with a new-
look Horse Precinct. 

The old facility has been 
demolished, with portable 
stables and lockers 
fabricated in its place. 

Made from Australian steel 
and manufactured by 
Lonsdale company Saxon 

Engineering, the precinct features 336 stables 
and 80 lockers.

Rob Fox, the director of Saxon Engineering, said 
the portable design made better use of the 
space without compromising on quality. When 
the Show’s not on, the structures will be fl at-
packed and put in storage, making way for a 
caravan park on the site.

“It’s a very attractive facility,” Rob said. “It’s also 
a maximum Australian contribution that it can 
possibly be in terms of manufacture, design, and 
locally sourced products.”

The project took a year to complete, and was 
due to be unveiled at the 2021 Show, with the 
structures designed in close consultation with the 
Show’s Horse Committee. The stables include 
extra welds to minimise the chance that even 
the largest, most determined horse can put their 
hooves through them. 

The stables are fully covered and, in the case 
of inclement weather, several marquees will be 
positioned throughout the site for exhibitors.

The new-look precinct also incorporates an 
exercise ring, three lunging rings, eight wash 
bays, shower and toilet facilities, and a harness 
storage area. For the 2022 Show, exhibitors will 
be able to book stables and lockers online via 
equestrian platform Nominate.

for grains competition

History-making

The Royal Show Cookery Committee wasn’t going 
to let a global pandemic get in the way of its 
cake competition, so participants came together 

in the Members Dining Room at the Showground on 
September 3 to watch the judging.
 Though only three classes were featured - Rich Fruit 
Cake, Genoa Cake and Scones - the event managed 
to capture the excitement and anticipation of cake 
judging at the Show, and provided a chance for 
country show winners to pit their wares against the 
best from around the State.

First prize in the Rich Fruit Cake class was Emma Tiller 
from Yorke Peninsula, with Briony Sabey (SE & Border) 
and Emily Paltridge (SA & Border) taking home the 
second and third place ribbons respectively.  Louise 
O’Halloran from Central region took home the Blue 
Ribbon in the Genoa Cake class, with Monica Andrews 
(SE & Border) and Nanette Simpson (Northern) placing 
second and third.  In the Scone class, Dulcie Barker 
of Yorke Peninsula won top honours, while David Hall 
(Kangaroo Island) and Joyce Neumann (Murraylands) 
received second and third.

Top cakes go 
under the knife

A L L  S M I L E S

 Pinot Noir wins

T O P  A W A R D

Horse precinct 
ready for 2022

N E W



18 20 19 20DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021 DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021

GRAMP, HARDY, HILL SMITH PRIZE for
NATIONAL WINE OF PROVENANCE
sponsored by F. Miller & Co.
won by Penfolds Wines Pty Ltd - Penfolds Bin A 
Chardonnay 2020, 2012, 2009

MAX SCHUBERT AM TROPHY for
MOST OUTSTANDING RED WINE IN SHOW
sponsored by CCL Label
won by Bay of Fires Wines - Bay of Fires Pinot Noir 2020

GEORGE FAIRBROTHER MEMORIAL TROPHY for
MOST OUTSTANDING WHITE WINE IN SHOW
sponsored by Duxton Capital Australia
won by Cherubino - Margaret River Chardonnay 2020

GOVERNOR’S TROPHY for
BEST SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WHITE WINE IN SHOW
sponsored by Government House
won by Leo Buring Pty Ltd  - Leo Buring Clare Valley 
Riesling 2021

GOVERNOR’S TROPHY for
BEST SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RED WINE IN SHOW
sponsored by Government House
won by Purple Hands Wines - Purple Hands Wines 
Planta Circa Ancestor Vine Grenache 2019

WINE COMMUNICATORS OF AUSTRALIA, 
SA CHAPTER TROPHY for
BEST SHIRAZ IN SHOW
sponsored by Wine Communicators of Australia,
SA Chapter
won by Shingleback - Unedited 2018 McLaren Vale 
Shiraz 2018

PROFESSOR A.J. PERKINS TROPHY for
BEST CABERNET SAUVIGNON IN SHOW
sponsored in Memory of Vilimos (Vili) Milisits
won by Devil’s Lair Pty Ltd - Cabernet Sauvignon 2019

DR RAY BECKWITH OAM MEMORIAL TROPHY for
BEST TRADITIONAL AUSTRALIAN 
RED BLEND IN SHOW
sponsored by Fassina Liqour
won by Jacobs Creek - Johann Shiraz Cabernet 2018

LALLEMAND TROPHY for
BEST PINOT NOIR IN SHOW
sponsored by Lallemand
won by Bay of Fires Wines - Bay of Fires Pinot Noir 2020

RADOUX AUSTRALIA TROPHY for
BEST OTHER RED BLEND IN SHOW
sponsored by Radoux Australia
won by Windance Estate - Windance Estate 
Cabernet Merlot 2020

DOREAU AUSTRALIA TROPHY for 
BEST SHIRAZ 2019 VINTAGE AND YOUNGER
sponsored by Doreau Australia
won by Alkoomi Wines - Alkoomi White Label 
Shiraz 2019

ORORA CLOSURES TROPHY for
BEST SHIRAZ 2018 VINTAGE AND OLDER
sponsored by Orora Closures
won by Shingleback - Unedited 2018 McLaren Vale 
Shiraz 2018

KARL SEPPELT AO TROPHY for
BEST OTHER VARIETAL RED IN SHOW
sponsored by Mr David C Dridan OAM and
Integrated Precision Viticulture
won by Bleasdale Vineyards - Generations Malbec 2020

TILBROOK RASHEED TROPHY for
BEST GRENACHE IN SHOW
sponsored by Tilbrook Rasheed
won by Purple Hands Wines - Purple Hands Wines 
Planta Circa Ancestor Vine Grenache 2019

2021TROPHY    
     WINNERS

HURTLE and NORMAN WALKER TROPHY for
BEST SPARKLING WINE IN SHOW
sponsored by Vinocor 
won by Heemskerk Wines - Heemskerk Chardonnay 
Pinot Noir Sparkling 2014

AUSTRALIAN WINE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
COMMERCIAL SERVICES TROPHY for
BEST RIESLING IN SHOW
sponsored by AWRI Commercial Services
won by Leo Buring Pty Ltd  - Leo Buring Clare Valley 
Riesling 2021

ARKABA CELLARS TROPHY for
BEST SAUVIGNON BLANC IN SHOW
sponsored by Arkaba Hotel
won by Anvers Wines - Razorback Road Sauvignon 
Blanc 2021

FINLAYSONS TROPHY for
BEST SEMILLON IN SHOW
sponsored by Finlaysons
won by Tyrrells Vineyards Pty Ltd - Vat 1 Semillon 2013

SEGUIN MOREAU TROPHY for
BEST CHARDONNAY IN SHOW
sponsored by Seguin Moreau Australasia
won by Cherubino - Margaret River Chardonnay 2020

BDO TROPHY for
BEST DRY WHITE BLEND IN SHOW
sponsored by BDO
won by Langmeil Winery - Three Gardens VMR 2020

PROGRAMMED PROPERTY SERVICES TROPHY for 
BEST OTHER VARIETAL WHITE IN SHOW
sponsored by Programmed Property Services Ltd
won by Pikes Wines - Luccio Fiano 2021

BRAUD AUSTRALIA TROPHY for
BEST SWEET WHITE TABLE WINE IN SHOW
sponsored by Braud Australia
won by De Bortoli Wines - Deen DeBortoli Botrytis 
Semillon 2017

PIPER ALDERMAN TROPHY for
BEST ROSÉ IN SHOW
sponsored by Piper Alderman
won by Turkey Flat Vineyards - Turkey Flat Rosé 2021

THE QUEST KING WILLIAM SOUTH TROPHY for
BEST APERA, TOPAQUE, MUSCAT OR 
SWEET WHITE IN SHOW
sponsored by Quest King William South
won by McWilliam’s Wines Group Ltd - Show Reserve 
25 Year Old Muscat

INDAILY TROPHY for
BEST AUSTRALIAN VINTAGE, TAWNY 
OR RUBY IN SHOW
sponsored by www.Indaily.com.au
won by Penfolds Wines Pty Ltd - Penfolds Grandfather 
Rare Tawny

� e RA&HS would like to congratulate all throphy winners of the 
Royal Adelaide Wine Show. We also thank our generous and dedicated 

sponsors for their valued and ongoing support. 
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T
he Adelaide Showground Caravan 
Park is enjoying solid bookings, 
despite travel restrictions and the 
impact of COVID-19.

The caravan park closed on August 1 
in preparation for the 2021 Royal Show 
horse stable build and was due to remain 
closed until September 27, however the 
cancellation of the Show saw the park 
reopened to visitors on September 10.

“There have been caravans in the park 
every night from this date,” Royal Show 
general manager Michelle Hocking said.

“The Park continues to increase its 
occupancy and, once the pandemic 
conditions begin to subside with 
borders being consistently open, we 
expect interstate visitation to increase 
substantially. We are also expecting to be 
busy during the school holiday, Christmas 
and New Year period so please book 
early if you’re planning a visit.”

Anew State Basketball Centre, to be constructed 
as an extension to the Wayville Sports Centre 
at the Adelaide Showground, will provide a 

new event space for the Royal Adelaide Show.

Funded by a $15 million investment by the State 
Government, the new facility will cater for community 
through to high-performance basketball and will see 
local, district, state and national league teams all 
training from the same venue.

The new centre will become the headquarters for 
the Adelaide Lightning, Basketball SA, SA Country 
Basketball and SA Wheelchair Basketball.

The State Basketball Centre is expected to create 
64 jobs through construction, and provide four 
additional courts including a show court capable of 
hosting 1,600 people for events.

Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing, Corey 
Wingard, said the project is another big win for the 
state as the Marshall Liberal Government continues 
to position South Australia as a national and world 
leader in sport and recreation.

“Our State Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Plan 
recognised the need for an alternative ‘home’ for 
community basketball and the Adelaide Lightning; 
specifying a smaller, high-quality boutique show court 
would be a more appealing prospect for players, 
spectators and television viewers.

“The additional four courts in the State Basketball 
Centre will take the Wayville venue to seven courts 
overall, which will alleviate pressure on local suburban 
and country basketball courts, meaning more kids will 
have the opportunity to play basketball and be active.”

Basketball SA CEO Phil Sinnott said the announcement 
of the development marks a momentous occasion 
for basketball in South Australia.

“The State Basketball Centre is an important facility 
for grassroots, community, high-performance and 
elite level basketball, supporting Basketball SA in its 
overall facilities development and upgrade strategy,” 
Mr Sinnott said.

“The development will allow us to expand local 
and country tournaments, carnivals and high-
performance programs.

“We are also excited to have the ability to host 
national championships and showcase this facility to 
the rest of Australia.”

The Wayville location was selected for its proximity 
to the CBD, existing site services and infrastructure, 
public transport and the newly developed Adelaide 
Showground caravan park accommodation.

RA&HS chief executive John Rothwell said the new 
facility would be used by the RA&HS during the Royal 
Adelaide Show, as it currently does the Wayville 
Sports Centre.

“It will provide an exciting new indoor space for 
the Royal Adelaide Show which could be used for 
a multitude of purposes, including the show dog 
competition” Mr Rothwell said.

Owned by the State Government, the Adelaide 
Showground is assigned under a long-term lease to 
the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society of SA, 
who lease the Wayville Sports Centre to Basketball SA 
to manage the facility.

Construction of the facility is anticipated to 
commence in late 2021.

S L A M  D U N K 
for Showground Caravan park

We thoroughly enjoyed our stay at your showgrounds, which is 
evidenced by the fact that we extended twice. Nicky from 

the offi  ce was extremely helpful and accommodating. 
Facilities were the best. Great being able to go to both 
markets on the grounds and being given the temporary 
membership. We would happily stay again. 

GUEST FEEDBACK CONTINUES TO BE POSITIVE, WITH COMMENTS 
FOCUSING ON THE EXCELLENT AMENITIES AND CONVENIENT LOCATION:

TRICIA & JOHN

JO
“ Guys, we could not fault the place! We were 

absolutely st oked with everything! We have 
already told everyone in our travelling 
groups, our caravan owner groups and 
other full-time travelling families. 

MICHAEL

Adelaide Showgrounds Caravan Park is an 
immaculate caravan park with excellent 

amenities. Close to supermarket, pub (� e 
Goody is excellent across the road), the CBD 
etc. Farmers Markets are on Sundays which 
is a short stroll from your van site. All and 
all I would highly recommend this park for 

location, amenities, security and peace of mind.

“

“

G E A R S  U P  F O R  B U S Y  S U M M E R

Artist  impression of the new 
State Basketball Centre

ascp.online
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ENERGY
•  12,000 square metres of solar panels are  

installed on the rooftop of several pavilions, 
generating 10,400 mega-watt hours of 
electricity each year and providing 15% of the 
Showground’s power needs.

•  LED light-towers have been installed on the  
Main Arena, reducing energy use by half.

•  High efficiency ‘green’ lighting is installed in the 
Goyder Pavilion and Duncan Gallery and LED 
lighting in other pavilions. 

•  Half of all street lighting has been replaced  
with LED.

WASTE
•  98.8% of our waste is recycled or reclaimed 

throughout the year. 

•  668 tonnes of waste collected throughout the 
2019 Show was composted or recycled.

Public system:
•  240 litre dry general waste bins – diverted from 

landfill to alternative fuels. 

•  240 litre organic bin – all food waste, bio-material 
containers / cutlery, paper and some cardboard.

•  240 litre 10 cent recyclable bins – all plastic 
recyclable containers, glass bottles and cans.

Exhibitor system:
•  4.5 metre skip and 660 litre bin for  

paper and cardboard.

• 660 litre bins for co-mingle waste.

• 600 litre bins for organic waste.

• 1100 litre bins for dry general waste.

•   Soft plastics bale for wraps, tape  
 and bags.

EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING
•  Development of an 

‘Environmental Walk’ to highlight 
the environmental aspects of 
the Adelaide Showground.

•  Rooftop tours during the  
Show to see the solar panels 
and beehives.

Going green
From reducing our energy usage to managing waste, 

the Adelaide Showground is committed to minimising 
the environmental impact of the venue and the 

Royal Adelaide Show.  Here are just a few of the ways 
we’re working to green up.

WATER
•  The Showground’s 3.5-million litre underground water tanks 

harvest 10 million litres per annum, from a roof catchment 
area of 17,500sqm.

•  Other roof spaces inject water back into the local aquifer.

•  All toilets are fitted with dual-flush systems, and new toilet 
facility in Carnival area uses rainwater for flushing.

•  Smart metering has been installed on incoming water 
supply, enabling real-time data on water use.

LANDSCAPING
•  Use of plants that require less water, 

installation of subsurface irrigation and 
root cells on all trees.

•  Planting of 93 trees to the North-West 
carpark, and 100 trees and 50 large 
planter boxes in the caravan park.

•  Planting of over 4000sq metres of turf 
replace hard surfaces in the North-West 
Carpark and caravan park.

•  Permanent beehives on the rooftop of 
Goyder Pavilion.

TRANSPORT
•  Incorporation of public transport 

facilities in the Goyder forecourt on 
Goodwood Road.

•  Installation of bike parking facilities at 
the north and south entrances to the 
Showground and financial support of 
the Keswick bikeway installation.

•  Supported the installation of a safe 
pedestrian/bike crossing from the 
Parklands to the Showground.

•  Supported the construction of a 
permanent railway station, increasing 
the use of public transport to the Show 
and surrounding businesses. 

•  Encourage public transport through 
marketing communication.

•  Partnered with Eco-Caddy to provide 
shuttles outside the Showground.

CATERING
•  Bulk buying to reduce packaging  

and waste.

•  Encourage suppliers to use ethically 
sourced and local produce and 
products.

•  Unused food is donated to OzHarvest  
to reduce food waste.

•  Increased the amount of compostable 
packaging and recycled cardboard 
options, and reducing the use of overall 
packaging where possible.

A look at some of the 12,000sm of Solar Panels found at the Showground.

The Iconic Windmill Gate 
collects the water used to 

keep the gardens green 
around the grounds.

Insallation of the  
Showground’s 
3.5-million litre 
underground  

water tanks

Goyder Pavilion’s Solar Panels on display

GREEN BUILDINGS
•  Sustainable initiatives are included in all 

developments and upgrades at the Showground. 
Examples include the use of low Volatile Organic 
Compound paints, energy efficient lighting and 
cooling, recycled carpets, light sensors and 
collecting rainwater for toilet flushing and irrigation.
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Recipe by Lil Sangster, Adelaide Branch, from SACWA Calendar 
of Cakes.  Available from SACWA State O�  ce. $12

Preparation time: 30 minutes
Freezing time: at least 4 hours, preferably overnight
Serves: 12
Equipment:  12, half-cup ramekin dishes or 

6 individual pudding bowls

INGREDIENTS
2 litres Golden North vanilla ice-cream, softened
¼ cup cherry brandy (optional)
¼ teaspoon pink or red food colouring
250 g cherries, pitted and chopped
250 g strawberries, hulled and chopped
125 g raspberries, chopped
125 g blueberries
125 g  Haigh’s dessert chocolate (chocolate and orange), 

roughly chopped

METHOD
Line ramekins with enough plastic wrap to line the dish 
and fold back to cover the fi lling. This helps make it easier 
to remove the ice-cream cakes once frozen.

Place ice-cream, brandy, food colouring, cherries, 
strawberries, raspberries, blueberries and chocolate together 
in a large mixing bowl, stirring until well combined. Spoon 
mixture into prepared ramekins.

Cover the tops with excess plastic wrap and freeze for 
at least four hours, preferably overnight.

To serve the ice-cream cakes, dip ramekins quickly into hot 
water. Invert onto a serving dish and remove plastic wrap. 
At this point, the decorating is up to you. Some options 
include fresh cherries, red currants, berries, melted chocolate, 
ice magic, or even a sprig of fresh holly.

PROUDLY SUPPLIED BY THE INCREDIBLE SACWAPROUDLY SUPPLIED BY THE INCREDIBLE SACWA

INGREDIENTS
250g butter                   
125g icing sugar
375g gluten-free plain fl our

METHOD
Preheat oven to 170C. Line two baking trays with 
baking paper. 

Beat butter and icing until light and creamy.  
Beat in the sifted fl our, adding half at a time, 
mixing in well. It will form a fi rm dough.

Take half of the dough and knead it into a ball. Roll out 
the dough between 2 sheets of baking paper until 
8 – 10mm thick.  Using heart or Christmas cutters, cut 
out the shapes and place on the prepared trays. 
Then add the remaining dough and knead into a ball,
 roll out and cut into shapes until all the mixture is used.

Bake for approximately 12 – 15 minutes or until the 
mixture just begins to golden.

Will make between 25 – 40 biscuits, depending on the 
size of your shapes. 

INGREDIENTS

On behalf of Th e RA&HS Board, 
Committee and Staff  for your 
ongoing support. We wish you 
and your loved ones a safe and 

Merry Christmas.
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Proudly promoting and supporting 
education in all fields of agriculture 
and horticulture
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For more information visit 
showsocietyfoundation.com.au

The Show Society Foundation provides scholarships, grants, bursaries 
and prizes, with the aim of developing knowlwedge, skills and careers 
in primary industries for the benefit of South Australia

FOUNDATION
Show Society

Scan for more 
information

From Wayville
to Whyalla

We’re here  
for you



March 2022
17   Closing The Gap

20  Gilles at the Grounds

26 – 27  Pool Spa & Outdoor Living Expo

December 2021
1 Festival of Orchestra: A Night on Broadway

3 Festival of Orchestra: Symphony of Angels

4 Festival of Orchestra: Blue Planet

3 – 24  Santa’s Wonderland

4 – 5   Gilles at the Grounds

19  Gilles at the Grounds

For ‘Society’ editorial input or advertising options please contact;
Jordan Philp, RA&HS Marketing Manager jphilp@adelaideshowground.com.au or 08 8210 5226
Michelle Hocking, RA&HS General Manager mhocking@adelaideshowground.com.au or 08 8210 5211

January 2022
8  Wildlands

15  Australian Supercross

23  Gilles at the Grounds

29   That 70’s Festival

February 2022
5   Monster Trucks

9 –13   Let’s Go Caravan & Camping Show

19 – 20  Oz Comic-Con

20  Gilles at the Grounds

Weekly Events
Sunday:  Adelaide Showground 

Farmers Market

For the most up-to-date information please 
visit adelaideshowground.com.au

April 2022
2  Lunar Electric Music Festival

2 – 3  Cactus & Succulent Show

8 –10  Master Builders SA Home Expo

9  Diabetes SA Expo

9 –10  Autumn Expo & Plant Sale

9 –10  Pet & Animal Expo

10  Gilles at the Grounds

22  Groovin’ The Moo

30  Adelaide Roller Derby

30  Pregnancy, Babies & Children’s Expo

The Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Society of SA Inc., acknowledges the Kaurna people as the Traditional Owners of 
the Country where the Adelaide Showground is situated today and pays its respect to Elders past and present.


